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Executive Summary

In 2014, the accommodation & food services sector comprised 7.9
percent of all employment (public and private sector) in lowa with
120,322 jobs and an annual average wage of $14,418. Although this
wage is 66.1 percent lower than the statewide average of $42,536 for
all industries, there is a greater ratio of part-time employment in
addition to lower hourly rates than other industries. The average wage
does not include tips or gratuities earned by wait staff, bell hops, and
bartenders that are not reported to their employers.

Employment in this sector has recovered well since reaching its
recession-low in 2010. Accommodation & food services has grown
nearly 8.2 percent since the lowest employment of 111,206 jobs in
2010 and surpassed the pre-recession high of 117,590 employees
from 2007. After remaining fairly flat through the recession, wages
have also increased in recent years. Also, since 2010 annual wages
increased from $12,668 to $14,418 or 13.8 percent.

This industry typically employs the most young workers in lowa. In
2013, the most recent year available, 30.7 percent of the sector’s
workers were between the ages of 14 and 21. Females workers
accounted for 57.8 percent of all workers in this industry.

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/labor-market-information-division
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] . 2014 Industry Breakout by Employment in lowa
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Examples of Major Accommodation & Food Services Employers

Name of Company

Flower Island Buffet

Hickory Park Restaurant Co

Imu Catering

John Q Hammons Hotel and Resort
King’s Pointe Waterpark Resort
Marriott-Des Moines Downtown
Pzazz! Resort Hotel

Sheraton-West Des Moines

Sundown Mountain Resort

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
Source: Infogroup USA
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Wages in food services & drinking
places averaged $12,893 in 2014;
however, this wage includes part-
time and seasonal help. The
average wage for the 20,970
accommodation employees was
much higher, averaging $21,645 per
year over the same period.
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Label Key:

First line is the county
name followed by
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wage.
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2014 Average Annual Wage for Covered Employment in Accommodation & Food Services

State Comparisons by Private Ownership

United States Average: $18,676

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Industry Distribution by Age and Gender
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