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Iowa’s Unemployment Rate Increases Slightly to 4.1 Percent in July  
  

DES MOINES, IOWA – Iowa’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate increased slightly to 4.1 percent in July 
from 4.0 percent in June. The state’s jobless rate was 3.6 percent one year ago. The U.S. unemployment rate 
remained at 4.9 percent in July. 
  
   “Iowa’s economy revealed both strength and weakness in July,” said Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa 
Workforce Development. “Even as the state’s unemployment rate crept up a tenth of a point to 4.1 percent, Iowa 
businesses still showed enough confidence to expand payrolls this month. Hiring in health care and professional 
and business services was particularly strong.”  
   
   The number of unemployed Iowans rose to 70,600 in July from 68,200 in June. The current estimate is 9,000 
higher than the year ago level of 61,600. 
 
   The total number of working Iowans decreased to 1,640,500 in July. This figure was 2,300 lower than June 
and 3,200 higher than one year ago.    
         

Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Employment 
    
   Total nonfarm employment in Iowa added 3,400 jobs in July and now rests at 1,584,700. This is the second-
consecutive gain for the establishment survey and the fifth for 2016. Monthly declines occurred only twice so far 
in 2016, in February and May. Service industries added all of the jobs this month; goods-producing sectors shed 
200 jobs. State government added 700 jobs, although this segment of government trails last year’s level by 600 
jobs. Combined, government is up 4,200 jobs due to hiring at the local level. 
 
   Education and health care added 1,700 jobs to lead all sectors. Health care alone added 1,200 jobs due 
mostly to hiring in ambulatory health care services, which includes dental offices and clinics. Education services 
also advanced this month, erasing a slight decline last month of 200 jobs. Professional and business services 
snapped a two-month decline by adding 1,500 jobs in July. Gains this month were mostly focused in 
professional, scientific, and technical services. Administrative support and waste management pared jobs for the 
third-consecutive month (-400). The other services sector gained jobs for the second straight month (1,100) and 
has rebounded following four consecutive declines from February through May. Sector losses were limited to 
leisure and hospitality (-600), trade and transportation (-600), manufacturing (-400), and financial activities  
(-300). 

 
   Compared to last July, total nonfarm employment remains up 23,700 jobs. Construction continues to sustain 
job growth in Iowa and is up 12,800 jobs alone. Education and health care also remains markedly up (+4,800) 
due to unwavering, inelastic demand for these essential services. Other annual gains included leisure and 
hospitality (+4,700), other services (+4,100), and financial activities (+2,900). Losses continue to plague the 
manufacturing sector (-7,100) which has lost more jobs than all other super sectors combined. Professional and 
business services has also pared jobs related to cutbacks (-1,900), and information services continues to trend 
down due to streamlining processes and reduced demand for print media (-1,200). 
 
    
 
               



 
 
Visit www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/labor-market-information-division for more information about current 
and historical data, labor force data, nonfarm employment, hours and earnings, and jobless benefits by county. 
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   MEDIA ALERT:  An audio cut of comments about Iowa’s labor market situation is available by calling  
(515) 281-6057. Statewide and local data for August 2016 will be released on Tuesday, September 20, 2016.   
 

July June July June July

2016 2016 2015 2016 2015

Civilian labor force 1,711,100 1,711,000 1,698,900 100 12,200

Unemployment 70,600 68,200 61,600 2,400 9,000

Unemployment rate 4.1% 4.0% 3.6% 0.1 0.5

Employment 1,640,500 1,642,800 1,637,300 -2,300 3,200

U.S. unemployment rate 4.9% 4.9% 5.3% 0.0 -0.4

Total Nonfarm Employment 1,584,700 1,581,300 1,561,000 3,400 23,700

Mining 2,200 2,100 2,300 100 -100

Construction 90,300 90,200 77,500 100 12,800

Manufacturing 208,800 209,200 215,900 -400 -7,100

Trade, transportation and utilities 316,800 317,400 316,300 -600 500

Information 23,600 23,400 24,800 200 -1,200

Financial activities 108,900 109,200 106,000 -300 2,900

Professional and business 

    services 137,700 136,200 139,600 1,500 -1,900

Education and health services 230,800 229,100 226,000 1,700 4,800

Leisure and hospitality 143,900 144,500 139,200 -600 4,700

Other services 63,800 62,700 59,700 1,100 4,100

Government 257,900 257,300 253,700 600 4,200

July June July June July

2016 2016 2015 2016 2015

Initial claims 11,956 11,020 13,105 8.5% -8.8%

Continued claims

     Number of claimants 24,509 25,698 25,990 -4.6% -5.7%

     Weeks paid 75,626 89,598 90,419 -15.6% -16.4%

     Amount paid $26,620,575 $31,808,005 $30,448,474 -16.3% -12.6%

% Change from

Change from

Employment and Unemployment in Iowa, Seasonally Adjusted Data

Nonfarm Employment in Iowa, Seasonally Adjusted Data

Unemployment Insurance Claims for Iowa
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